BRIEFING NOTE
The SLWCC held a special meeting in Whitehorse, Yukon on May 19, 2009. The purpose of this
meeting was to work with facilitator Doug Clark to clarify goals related to developing moose
management recommendations, and to plan for upcoming community meetings. The following is
a summary of meeting highlights. Detailed minutes are available from the committee.
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The committee is interested in achieving the following goals with moose recommendations:
recovering a healthy moose population in the Southern Lakes area that can reasonably sustain
harvest; and maintaining the habitat available today, especially related to land use pressures.
The committee would like to achieve the following process goals with the development of the
recommendations:
•
An inclusive process with all parties feeling equally responsible and working
together toward a common goal.
•
The need for solid information to assist in making decisions about populations,
predators and harvest.
•
Ensuring citizens feel connected to the process and outcomes to make certain the
recommendations are supported by the parties.
•
There is a need to keep the public well informed about the issue.
•
Developing recommendations that are reflective of the communities’ interests,
and make clear the role of citizens, including First Nations.
Where possible the committee will develop moose recommendations that model the successes
of the caribou recovery program, including: strong support and leadership from communities;
First Nations, Yukon government and communities working together towards a common
interest; and consistent members on the team.
It was mentioned that some First Nations in the Southern Lakes area are considering closing
portions of their traditional territories to moose harvest this year.
The committee is working on a clear definition of moose recovery.
There is agreement among the committee that there are not enough moose to meet current
demands.
Committee members recognize recommendations will need to address the following specific
issues: harvest, cultural needs, predator management, land management and education.
The purpose of the community meetings in Whitehorse and Carcross are to share information
on moose in the Southern Lakes area. The committee wants to ensure the meetings provide an
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effective forum to hear from the public. Committee members will be asked to introduce
themselves. Presentations on the SLWCC and the YG technical assessment will be given.
Doug will facilitate a discussion with participants on moose in the Southern Lakes area. The
discussion will focus on both issues and potential solutions.
It has been suggested that an additional step may be required between the community
meetings and the development of the recommendations. This step may involve the
development and circulation of paper that outlines options for moose recovery in the
Southern Lakes area. This paper could be circulated in the summer and the committee could
develop recommendations in fall.

More information about the Southern Lakes Wildlife Coordinating Committee can be found
online at www.yfwcm.ca/slwcc, by phone, or directly from the representative in your community.
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